We present our milestones from 2020 with great pleasure and pride.
This year has been challenging for almost everyone due to the spread of the COVID - 19 pandemic. It’s
significantly impacting the lives of the children we support. Kwah Dao remains focused on supporting
their access to education in the face of risks associated with COVID - 19. Though the COVID - 19 was
largely contained in Thailand during the year. To contain the crisis, it was necessary to restrict air travel
within Thailand's tourism-dependent economy. The resulting economic crisis had a disproportionate
effect on Burmese Shan migrants, as the majority of them lost their jobs. To meet the vital needs of the
community we serve, Kwah Dao introduced a new initiative to offer direct support to over 40 families by
delivering a food set, and hygiene products to all families, coupled with public health education via oneon-one discussions with each household to answer questions and provide education.
Despite the hardships of the year, Kwah Dao was able to continue its goal of providing education access
to Burmese Shan children. In 2020, the Youth Center remained open so long as there were no cases in
the community, and the Scholarship Program remained active all year. Our Youth Center has continued
to provide English lessons and extracurricular activities, Thai and math to approximately 60 students
from Burmese Shan communities, and we have supported seven scholarship recipients in higher
education. We feel honored to be able watch our students throughout all our program progress in their
studies and lives.
Our dedication to providing access and support education to Burmese Shan children in Pai, Mae Hong
Son province, remains at the core of our program. It drives us to work harder, to improve our
programming, and deepen our relationships with local Burmese Shan communities. As I look back on
2020, I am proud and grateful that we have had the opportunity to be a part of their journey - hope you
feel equally as proud. Together we will continue to thrive towards our goal of ensuring Burmese Shan
children around the globe have the power to write their own futures.
With faith and goodwill,

Kitchanon Thanatwanitchakul
Kwah Dao’s Executive Director

Thailand has made significant social economic strides to rise from a low income country to its
current middle income status within a generation. The country is on track to meet most of the
United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals, a low unemployment rate, and continuing
economic growth.
Nationwide, more than 90 percent of ethnic Thais have access to education, clean water and
sanitation. However, there are a wide variety of other groups of people within the country who do
not have citizenship status, including stateless persons, asylum residents and refugees. “Migrant
workers'' many of whom are conflict-affected people from Myanmar.still live in poverty. Conflictaffected people from Myanmar living in Thailand will continue to have limited pathways to legal
status, and therefore face barriers to services and threats of abuse and exploitation.
In addition, facing the working conditions and labour rights protection as national workers such as
do not receive even the most basic protections including the minimum wage, overtime pay, rest
time, annual leave,, sick leave and for various reasons have not enrolled them in the social
security system. All of these conditions cause them to be unable to provide for their families,
sending their children to school they are often financially stressed.
It’s very difficult and challenging for these Burmese Shan migrants to continue supporting their
children to attend school and complete their education.
The migrant workers were among the first to lose their jobs as employers downsized their work
forces, mostly in tourism and services have lost their jobs since the lockdown started in late
March.
These workers are in a very grim situation as they find it difficult to find new jobs, have limited
options to go back home and have very little access to government aid in Thailand. These workers
have experienced a significant drop in income, forcing them to struggle to survive. Children may
lack educational opportunities and are at-risk of dropping out of school. The Kwah Dao Foundation
aims to ensure that Burmese Shan children have sustainable access to education.

Stateless Burmese communities still exist in a legal limbo, unsure of how these changes
impact their daily lives or their futures. To respond to these vital needs, Kwah Dao
helps the children from Burmese Shan communities gain skills and resilience necessary
to overcome the tremendous challenges they face by offering educational and positive
youth development programs.

To empower vulnerable communities in northern Thailand with the education and
support necessary to improve their current situations and enhance their future
opportunities.

Kwah Dao is a registered non-profit organization working towards the empowerment of vulnerable
Burmese Shan communities in Mae Hong Son province, northern Thailand, with the education and
support necessary to improve their current situations and enhance their future opportunities.

01
YOUTH
CENTER

providing our kids with a safe space
to learn new skills, explore their
creativity and gain the self-confidence
necessary for success.

02
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

providing the children from
these communities with the
otherwise unattainable
funds and counseling to
enroll in competitive high
schools and universities.

Benefits for the children in FY 2020:

60

children

3

volunteers

learned English, Thai, Math, and extra curricular for free every weekend.
received free breakfast, lunch, clean water and fruits every weekend.
received support to access school including enrolment, school supplies and uniforms.

Are welcomed to stay in a long-term position.

The Youth Center program teaches Burmese Shan children in the community a variety of skills. These
children are from disenfranchised groups and need resources and help to overcome their circumstances
and live healthy, fulfilling lives. At Kwah Dao we teach four subjects: English, Thai, math, and art.
The program consists of an Thai teachers, an English coordinator, and volunteers from all over the
world. These volunteers are mostly native English speakers and bring their knowledge and
understanding of the language to the students in a fun and engaging way. The program is on the
weekends except for 4-5 weeks in April/May when summer school is held during the week. For the rest of
the year the students come to class on Saturdays and Sundays. Here they have English, Thai and Math
classes each day that focus on all the language skills (reading, writing, speaking, listening).
The content is presented in a hands-on, stress-free manner since many of the students are going to
school during the week as well. The classes involve singing, videos, reading together, writing,
worksheets, drawing, games, making flashcards, art projects, and other interactive activities. Every class
has a focus within a curriculum that is designed to create balance using innovative teaching methods.
The focus is on grammar, phonics, and vocabulary because these are areas where the students face the
biggest challenges..

Many students lack the opportunity to pursue higher education because of poverty, and legal rights
because the students we work with are Burmese Shan migrans so are not eligible for student loans given
their national or lack thereof. To respond to this challenge, over the past year, Kwah Dao Foundation
has been supporting eight students at universities within the Burmese Shan communities.

Beneficiaries of Scholarship Program in FY 2020:
Miss. Sanghom
Luenyong

Mr. Jarudech
Pechpoom

3rd year student in English
Business Program
At Rajamangala University of
Technology Lanna
Overall GPA: 2.90/4.00

4th year student in Law Program
At Ramkhamhaeng University
Overall GPA: 3.14/4.00

Miss. Lawan

Miss. Buasang

1st year student in English
Education Program
At Chiang Mai Rajabhat University.
Overall GPA: 3.42/4.00

2nd year student in Business
Administration Management Program
At Mae Hong Son Community College.
Overall GPA: 3.25/4.00

This academic year, we decided to award a scholarship to a new student, Lawan, the needy student who
has been involved with Kwah Dao since she was 5 years old. She is continuing her studies in the faculty
of Education, majoring in English education at Chiang Mai Rajabhat University. She is a hard-working
student and always has a high paasion for studying.

We believe that education is one of the most effective means of combating many profound human
development challenges and because of its multitier effects is often seen as the world's best
development. It’s not only equipped to handle their life but capable to support their family in responding
to several challenges. We are very pleased to be a part of all students' journeys and to be giving them
this opportunity to continue their studies next academic year.

Graduated Scholarship Student This Academic Year:

Miss. Charee

Miss. Tuayluen

Mr. Muang

Bachelor Degree of Arts Program, Majoring in
Tourism Management Program
Chiang Mai Rajabhat University
With GPA of 3.54/4.00 (First Class Honors)

Bachelor Degree of Education, Majoring in Thai
Education Program
Chiang Mai Rajabhat University
With GPA of 3.52/4.00 (First Class Honors)

Bachelor Degree of Education, Majoring in
Computer Education Program
Lampang Rajabhat University
With GPA of 2.83/4.00

Mr. Chom Pitikornsiri
Chom has been involved with Kwah Dao since he was 5 years old. He is a Burmese shan student and now 17
years old. Chom’s family migrated from Myanmar in 1990 due to political strife. In that period, crops prices
declined, and his parents could no longer feed the family.
Many years later, his father is unable to work due to complications from diabetes. His mother used to work at
a resort to support the family, but since the outbreak of COVID -19, the resort has been closed. The
challenge caused emotional tension within the family.
Every weekend, Chom has to work by collecting rocks in the river (which are sold for construction projects).
During the school break, he works in agriculture, harvesting garlic and soybean. He said “he has no choice
due to the family financial conditions.” Seeing his parents' struggles to feed the family he sees the value in
higher education. With a better job and better future opportunities, he can support his parents and start his
own family.
Kwah Dao Staff provided counseling to Chom and offered him a full-scholarship including living costs, tuition
fees and supplies to further his studies in university in the next academic year. He is now accepted into
Lampang Rajabhat University, majoring in business administration. His focus is on retail business
management, and he will start in the next academic year in June 2021.

Mr. Annon Monkam
Anon also has been involved with Kwah Dao since he was young. He is now 17 years old. Anon’s
family have been in Thailand about 20 years, so he was born not long after they migrated to Thailand.
His family first lived with their employer as they had no any identity card or documentation. Hence,
they had to flee very often when the authorities, especially immigration police came to check the
house. They had to live their life stealthily for years till there was a stateless person survey and finally
received the stateless identity cards were given so they were temporarily permitted for living and
working legally in Thailand.
Anon talked to the Kwah dao staff that even though his family were able to live and work legally but
most of their job is manual labour such as construction and hauling sand and stone from the river. No
matter how hard his parents work, the income they made was unable to support the family. He was
very hopeless and dispirited. He doesn't want a future like how his parents are now. It is probably
because his parents had no opportunity, knowledge or education so they had few choices for their
career. Therefore, it motivated him to continue studying in a higher education as he seeks for a better
future, better career with choice, and bring a comfortable life to the family.
Kwah Dao Staff provided counseling to Chom and offered him a full-scholarship including living costs,
tuition fees and supplies to further his studies in university in the next academic year. He is now
accepted from Chiang Mai Rajabhat University, majoring in public administrator program which will
start in the next academic year in June 2021.

The COVID - 19 has led a dramatic loss of human life worldwide and presents an unprecedented to
public health and world of work. The Burmese Shan Migrants are particularly vulnerable because the
majority lack social protection and access to equality health care and have loss to productive assets.
The impact of the crisis continues to affect the families we work with, without the means to earn an
income during lockdown, and many are unemployed, these families continue to struggle with the
aforementioned challenge. Therefore, Kwah Dao decided to introduce a new initiative and started to
offer direct support to over 40 families by delivering a food set, hygiene products to all families, and
implementing public health awareness.

Reporting period: 1st May 2020 - 30th April 2021

Dear Friends,
In January of 2021, Kwah Dao entered its 21st year in operation. In that time, we have provided hundreds of
children and adults with educational opportunities, clean water, sanitation, and vaccinations. Over that time, we
have weathered a financial crisis and a pandemic. We have also seen Burma transition from a military
government to a democracy and then back to a military government. Just as the world around us has changed,
so have we. Along the way, we have tried many models for educating our students. We have mixed our students
with foreign students, tried a Montessori approach, and have experimented with sending children with the
greatest needs to private schools. We have held community programs focused on art therapy, have provided
Thai and English instruction to parents, and have rolled out sex education programs. This experimentation has
allowed us to constantly refine what we do and to adapt to the needs of the communities we serve.
Our strongest graduates have come back to work for the organization; the director, head teacher, and all board
members are graduates of our program. Remarkably, each were brought up in households where no adult could
read or write and (at least initially) had no opportunity to attend school. Our staff has studied in some of the best
universities in Thailand, and merge this knowledge with their very personal experience growing up in extreme
poverty. With all this collective experience, we are excited to launch into a third decade of work with Shan
communities.

Peter Alexander Muennig, MD, MPH
Professor, Health Policy and Management
Mailman School of Public Health
Columbia University

Kwah Dao is registered as a 501(c)(3) organisation in the United State
as the Burmese Refugee Project
Kwahdao@gmail.com / Kwahdao.org

